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HOOPOE BOOKS
AND

KOR-HOOPOE TEACHER TRAIN

ABOUT OUR BOOKS:
Since 1998, Hoopoe Books, a division of the U.S. educational nonprofit Institute for the
Knowledge (ISHK), has published a series of award-winning illustrated children’s stories
storytelling tradition of Afghanistan, retold by the Afghan author and educator Idries Sh
with a curriculum aligned to Head Start, national performance and assessment standard
educational standards in the United States have been used in over 150 schools and edu
across the country primarily in grades preK – 6. The stories have been highly praised for
ity to foster not only literacy but thinking skills, social-emotional development and perc
of all ages.

By “repatriating” these stories to Afghanistan with the Ministry of Education’s approval
collaboration with Dr. Farid Bazger President and Founder of Khatiz Organization for Re
our goal is to develop these core skills among Afghan children and to revitalize Afghanis
storytelling tradition.

Providing Afghan children with their own traditional stories in book form is both an aid to li
and a way for children to learn and appreciate Afghanistan’s rich culture and storytelling tra
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“While formal education usually consists of direct instructions (“do this,” “memorize that”), stories such as
those in Hoopoe’s series take a gentler approach that encourages readers to think for themselves instead
of telling them what to believe.” Noorullah Babrakzai, “Enchanting Children Stories from Afghanistan,”
Multicultural Perspectives, 5(2), 46-48.

“The help of your organization is greatly appreciated. These books are so good for young school children.
The stories are fantastic! They are typical Afghan cultural stories that were not written but were told to
kids by their parents and grandparents at night times when they got together. Afghanistan has been at
war for the past 31 years, so the younger generations think that war has always been there. But the truth
is Afghanistan has a very rich culture. These stories have very meaningful contents and positive endings
that bring beauty and an idea of a positive culture to the minds of young readers. As adults we have the
responsibility to remind our children of our past and teach them through living examples that Afghanistan
had a proud history. So by distributing these kinds of books to children in schools and community centers
we will help them to appreciate their past and once again employ the values the stories contain in their
daily life and in their family's life.” Dr. Mohammad Khan Kharoti, Green Village Schools, Helmand Prov-
ince, http://www.greenvillageschools.org

KOR-HOOPOE TEACHER TRAINING:

THE TRAINING WORKSHOPS

Our KOR-Hoopoe Teacher Training Staff facilitate 5-day professional development workshops for
a maximum of 20 students per workshop. At the end of the 5-day period students will receive a
Certificate of attendance or distinction.

http://www.greenvillageschools.org/
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TRAINING GOALS

By the end of the 5-day trainings, all attending teachers will have practiced and will be familiar
with all the strategies in the Hoopoe Teacher Guides. They will understand the rationale behind
each strategy and will be confident and able to use the Hoopoe Book and Teacher Guide in their
classroom. Thus, KOR-Hoopoe will be able to fulfill our program goals to:-

 Improve student literacy skills

 Encourage the development of higher-level thinking skills

 Ensure that as many children as possible participating in this program take at least one
book home to keep and share with their family and friends

 “Repatriate” traditional Afghan literature that will restore a positive cultural memory

 Provide stories that promote tolerance and understanding between cultures and culti-
vate qualities that inspire wisdom

 Introduce modern teaching methods designed to teach literacy, thinking skills and prob-
lem-solving

 Improve teachers’ instructional skills in the areas of early literacy and literacy training

 Increase teachers’ experience with well-researched strategies that can be applied to all
genres of literature: such as fiction, informational text, and poetry

 Improve family and community knowledge and involvement in the development of their
children’s literacy

TEACHER GUIDES

We provide Teacher Guides in Dari or Pashto for most of our Hoopoe Books. These guides provide
Lesson Plans and step by step instructions to enable Teachers to confidently use the skills and
strategies learned in the workshop in their classrooms. Class size should be limited to no more
than 20 teacher-students at any one time, but we can run multiple workshops if required.



4

“The teachers are good learners and open minded to new ideas as we introduce modern
teaching methods designed to teach literacy, thinking skills and cultivate qualities that inspire
wisdom. For some it is the first training in their whole life to learn to use stories this way.”
Palwasha Salam (Director of Teacher Education)

KOR-HOOPOE TEACHER TRAINING STAFF - Ms. Saliha (Master trainer), Dr. Farida (Training coordinator),
Palwasha Salam (Director of Teacher Education), Sibghatullah (Master trainer), Dr. Yaseen Saad (project coordina-

tor) Standing at Back; Mohammad Anwar (Master Trainer) with white cloths and Jamil (training assistant).

APPRECIATION FROM TEACHERS WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN OUR TRAINING WORKSHOPS:

Masooma Hassan (Teacher):

"First of all with my deepest appreciation from the bottom of my heart to the teachers and the

valuable organization KOR- Hoopoe which work for the development of children of our country. I

personally think about the teaching methods, this was the first teacher training work-

shop in Herat. Actually before this workshop I did not know how to implement these

methods to my teaching style. For example aside from reading a story introducing colors,

shapes, new vocabulary and repeating story is very useful.

The teaching methods I learned, is very useful for teaching. I did not know how to start and

finish the story which could improve children’s critical thinking. The teacher’s guide is very useful

as well. Palwasha jan has the ability to read the story in a way which is heart touching to chil-

dren’s and gets children’s attention and interest towards herself and the story."
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Shakila Qasimi (Teacher):

"I am very thankful to KOR – Hoopoe teacher training workshop. Really teaching style of Ms. Pal-

washa was really attractive and sweet even though I have years and years of teaching ex-

perience and I have joined many seminars and workshops but still I learned new

techniques of teaching in this workshop. This is very useful for example the reading style of

Palwasha Jan was in such a way that if a teacher teaches or uses the same methods, the stu-

dents will remember the story and this creates imagination of the story in students mind like a

movie and it will never be boring to them. The different open ended questions during the story

improves students critical thinking. Overall the workshop was very interesting and useful. I am

thankful to Ms. Palwasha Jan and the other trainers. Hopefully they are successful in their lives

forever and I hope they will have more workshops for the teachers in the future."

Khanam Marjan Nabizada (teacher):

"I am very thankful for the teachers for their hard work coming to Herat from a long distance. I

learned many things from this workshop.

• Teaching students showing them pictures, asking open ended questions, prediction, including

students in the story increases children’s critical thinking. For example, teaching story with

showing pictures makes it easy for the children to remember the story.

• Respecting students involving them in the story reasons in further class work participation for

them. It helps children to be confident and participate in class work, and it improves children’s

literacy and problem solving skills.

• Overall using new teaching techniques like using colors, pictures, numbers improves children’s

reading, writing and literacy skills."

Zohra Mohammadi:

"I should say in the first step welcoming the trainers from long distance for teaching us how to

use a simple story from our country how to implement it to teach our children literacy skills, criti-

cal thinking etc… I hope you will have more workshops for us so we can use it to teach our chil-

dren. Thank you."

Mohammad Akbar Noorzai:

"I personally think that teacher training from KOR- Hoopoe is very useful and the sto-

ries are very interesting. I will use the techniques I have learned in the trainings. The trainers

were very professional, kind, experienced and the way they were explaining was very clear and

understandable. I am thankful to trainers and I hope them happy and successful life."

Kubra Hussaini (Teacher):

"My view regarding the training:

• The first thing that I learned from this training was that I should be friendly with the students.

• Secondly from these stories we can teach Afghan culture.

• Third I learned how to ask children and to make prediction what will happen next.

• It is very important for the teacher to learn how to assist children in the classroom who need

more help.

• Fifth a teacher should not force their students; they should be kind and friendly to their

students."
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Fatima Massawi (Teacher):

"Firstly thank you for our trainers for their hard work in this workshop. This workshop helped me

how to teach my students story the way it will be interesting and useful for my students and how

to read the story, how to change the voice, how to play the characters in the story and how to

improve children’s reading writing and literacy skills. I hope we will have more seminars from the

same trainers in future. Thank you."

Fatima Akbari (Teacher):

"Thanking you for coming and training us. I learned so much from you that how to teach my stu-

dents how to read a story to be interesting and memorable for my students, how to ask questions

so the students can make predictions about the story to improve their thinking skills."

Jamila Hakimi (Teacher):

"Thank you to the trainers for their useful workshop which is very useful for the teachers like us.

Reading stories the way Ms. Palwasha taught us which prevents the students not to become

bored during the story and improves their thinking skills and vocabulary."

ASCHIANA TEACHER TRAINING:

Teachers participating in training activities such as Vocabulary Word Cards, Reading Aloud,
Discussing the Story, Sentence Construction, Lesson Planning, and Writing & Drawing Key Ideas.

TEACHER TRAINING AT THE IBN SINA INSTITUTE, KABUL:

“10 of our teachers were trained at the Ibn Sina Institute, from June 11 through 15. We will give them
the responsibility to transfer what they learn to other teachers in their respective schools. Here are
pictures of the training courses. One picture shows are grade two students enacting one of the sto-
ries.” – Zulaikha Haq Communications Director, Ibn Sina.
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Teacher training at Ibn Sina Institute

Grade Two students act out “The Farmer’s Wife” by Idries Shah

AYNI INTERNATIONAL TEACHER TRAINING – MAZAR I SHARIF, IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS,
AFGHAN AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP FOUNDATION (AAFF):

“The training was wonderful and the teachers loved it.” – Jason Simmons, Director of Afghan
American Friendship Foundation (AAFF).

The Education department of Balkh province gave our KOR-Hoopoe Teacher
Trainers an official letter of appreciation, signed by Director of Education of Balkh, Director of
Education of Dawlatabad District and the Afghan American Friendship Foundation (AAFF).
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TEACHER TRAINING IN HERAT FOR INTERNATIONAL ORPHAN CARE AND ETERNAL THREADS:

Older students collect and deliver “The Farmer’s Wife” for the demonstration
class run by Palwasha Salam

WHAT WE PROVIDE:

- A per diem for all participants who complete the training
- Transportation cost for participants from one province to be trained in other province
- Accommodation for participants not from the same province
- Lunch and refreshments
- Teacher Guides, stationery supplies and handouts

WHAT YOU PROVIDE:

- Where it is preferable for our KOR-Hoopoe Trainers to come to you, we ask that you provide the
facilities

TO SCHEDULE A WORKSHOP AND ARRANGE THE DETAILS:

Please contact:
- Dr. Farid Bazger, President, Khatiz Organization for Rehabilitation (KOR) 0093 799 321 334
- Or, Mr. Sibghatullah, Project Coordinator, at 0093 787 696 217




